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Art, New York

Essay on molded model in the Seljuk era (A case study of collection of the Museum
Foundation of the Underprivileged)

Mohammad Mortezaee™' MajidHajitabar*"> Maryam Zareie®”

Abstract

Using mold is one of the methods of shaping and decorating ceramic body. In the past, the
shaping was done by squeezing a uniform layer of mud into a negative mold. The designing
was created often by two or three separate molds. Using molds for designing pottery dates

20! Assistant Professor, Institute of Cultural Heritage

22 Doctorate in Archaeology and lecturer in the Department of Archaeology University of Kazeroun Islamic
Azad University- Fars
% MA archeology student Kazeroun Islamic Azad University- Fars
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back to centuries Before Christ (BC). It reached a peak in Islam, especially during the interim
period (Seljuk). In this period due to increased demand and a shortage of basic skills to create
designs, the templates had been used. These templates have had a positive role to shape the
negative mold of clay for use in workshops making pottery.

This study investigates the construction and use of basic models, taking advantage of four
samples in Tehran Museum Foundation of the Underprivileged and seeking to answer the
following questions:

1. What is the usage of templates?

2. What characteristics do templates have at the Museum Foundation?
Overall goal of research is to introduce and examine methods of making primary models in
middle periods of Islam and introduce examples of them using analytical and deductive
research methods. Methods of compilation are based on field studies (refer to the original
work) and library studies. Molded models are easy ways to create complex designs which are
sometimes a throwback to the pre-Islamic period, especially the Sassanid era and to create
scrolls in pottery workshops in which there haven‘t been enough skills to create designs and
to accelerate the preparation of the imprinted vases.

Keywords: Seljuk, molds, templates, motifs
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